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Contenu

This course presents an introduction to biodiversity conservation in Switzerland and elsewhere: important concepts are discussed and the
scientific background underlying conservation biology is presented. The course combines theoretical aspects with excursions and a practical
exercise. The focus is on animal conservation.

The theoretical aspects will include a brief history of conservation biology; then strategies commonly implemented in species and habitat
conservation are detailed. A particular focus is given on the different biodiversity conservation programs implemented in Switzerland.

During the practical part of the class, which will provide the basis for student evaluation, each student will focus on one endangered animal
species. She/he will evaluate and summarize the conservation status of the species (using the IUCN criteria), list the known threats, outline a
research project focusing on the conservation of this species, list the conservation measures to be taken and detail a monitoring program to
ensure that these measures are effective.

Forme de l'évaluation

Continuous assesment graded.
Each student will compile a report on the conservation of one animal species, including the evaluation of its conservation status, a list of threats
and conservation measures and a research proposal focusing on the conservation biology of this species. Each student will also give a short
presentation on this research project. Both the report and the presentation will be graded and the average will determine the final grade for the
course.
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